
In 1997, the United States Mint launched the American Platinum Eagle program to 
compete with other world mints that were already issuing platinum coins.

Platinum Eagles were issued in four sizes: one ounce ($100 face value), one-half ounce 
($50), one-quarter ounce ($25), and one-tenth ounce ($10) coins in bullion and Proof 
versions. This continued through 2008, and then no platinum bullion coins were made 
from 2009 to 2013. Since 2014, only the one-ounce bullion coin has been produced, and 
since 2009, only the one-ounce Proof coin for collectors has been made.

This series is notable for the fact that there are different designs on the reverse of the Proof 
coins than on the bullion issues. The Proof coins have focused on aspects of the history and 
government of the United States, such as the branches of government and the 
Constitution.

In addition, from 2006 to 2008, the Mint issued Uncirculated platinum coins on specially 
burnished planchets that featured a “W” mint mark for the West Point Mint that struck 
them and reverse designs that matched those of the respective year’s Proof issue.
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